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On Sunday, Jan. 17, for the first time in the country's history, the Salvadoran armed forces initiated
voluntary recruitment. Forced recruitment for military service, standard practice throughout the
11-year civil war, was suspended in February 1992 when the cease fire began. By mid-year, the
legislature approved a series of reforms to the military service law, including guidelines for a new
voluntary recruitment system. Registration for service remains compulsory. The registration drive,
which began on Jan. 17, covers males between the ages of 18 and 30. Registration centers have been
set up at the main military bases in the departments of San Salvador, San Miguel, Morazan, La
Union, La Libertad and La Paz. According to Gen. Mauricio Vargas, armed forces deputy chief of
staff, during this first call-up period, the army hopes to recruit between 600 and 1,000 individuals
through a combination of voluntary enlistment and a draft lottery. Under the new service law,
recruits will serve for a maximum period of one year. Students who enter the military will be
allowed to continue their studies while fulfilling service requirements. Previously, students who
entered the military were forced to drop out of school. (Sources: Agence France-Presse, 01/17/93,
01/18/93; Agencia Centroamericana de Noticias-Spanish news service EFE, 01/18/93)
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